Cardiovascular responses to acute hypoxia in dogs pretreated with benserazide and L-DOPA.
In the control dogs, hypoxia induced different hemodynamic modifications (i.e. an increase of arterial blood pressure, heart rate, cardiac output, regional blood flow) which seem to be related to a release of epinephrine. Pretreatment with benserazide (20 mg/kg i.v.) and L-Dopa (50 mg/kg i.p.) either lessened or completely suppressed any sign of sympathetic stimulation. These results suggest that chemoreceptors are centrally inhibited as had been previously proved for baroreceptors.